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Introduction
The thirtieth Allerton Institute was the second in the three decades of
these Institutes to be devoted wholly to preservation of library materials.
The first with this theme was the twenty-seventh Institute in 1981. In
that conference, all but one paper dealt with paper-based materials. In
that lone paper, Gerald D. Gibson covered preservation problems of
"film, sound recordings, tapes, computer records, and other nonpaper
materials" (Gibson, 1981, pp. 89-1 10). In his introduction, Gibson noted
the difficulty he had experienced in covering the problems of each of
these formats in one paper and hinted that each could well have formed
the content of a discrete paper, so the germ of the idea for the 1988
conference came from Gibson's 1981 remark. In the intervening years,
much effort has gone into identifying preservation needs and a great
deal of attention has been given to paper preservation. Of course, many
problems still remain in these areas; however, considerable progress has
been made, especially in the realization that many other institutions
share preservation problems with libraries. Meanwhile, the growing
collections of nonbook materials in archives, museums, and libraries
have increasingly shown the need to focus on the preservation problems
of these formats. Each format has its own special conservation and
preservation problems; yet, many formats are paper-based or have
components that contain paper and are, therefore, also subject to all
the problems related to paper. Some formats require special equipment
which may become obsolete or present other preservation difficulties.
This conference addressed the care and preservation of a wide range
of nonbook materials and attempted to accomplish the following five
general goals and purposes: (1) to identify issues and problems related
to the preservation of nonbook materials; (2) to examine different
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methods and techniques used in the care and preservation of these
materials; (3) to provide perspectives on research activities and future
trends in nonbook preservation; (4) to indicate the role of vendors and
suppliers in the preservation process; and (5) to suggest ways of utilizing
strategic planning in the preservation process.
At the conference, the presentations were marked by strong em-
phases on identifying issues, examining different methods and tech-
niques, describing research activities (or their lack), and predicting
future trends. Two presenters each dealt specifically with a particular
goal listed above: a vendor described the role of his firm while a library
preservation specialist discussed the place of strategic planning for
preservation in a library environment. Most speakers utilized slides to
illustrate their oral presentations; unfortunately, these cannot be repro-
duced in the printed proceedings. Thus, only those in attendance were
able to share fully in the richness added by these visual enhancements.
Also, only those in attendance could be a part of the lively question-
and-answer sessions and the meal conversations in which participants
continued the discussions begun in the formal sessions.
This was truly the "ecumenical" conference that we had hoped it
would be, not only in the selection of speakers who work in libraries,
archives, and museums but also because those who attended the con-
ference came from libraries, archives, museums, historical associations,
conservation agencies, library and information schools, and the vendor
community. They came from many places in the United States; some
came from Canada and one came from Venezuela. It soon became
apparent that the 130 participants were one in spirit and that preser-
vation needs are not institution or area bound.
In the first paper from the conference, Lambertus van Zelst assesses
the needs and accomplishments of preservation in libraries, archives,
and museums basing this assessment upon a graph prepared by the
National Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Property. Factors
relating to public information, professional information, professional
training, research, and preventive care and treatment are covered in
this assessment, along with the detailing of the work of many national
and international organizations engaged in preservation activities, ed-
ucation, and research. In essence, van Zelst describes this ongoing
activity as "a field in motion." There are great needs and difficulties,
but there is also active progress along with many promises for a successful
future as challenges are met. He is optimistic about the future as
numerous institutions continue to work together.
Vendors play an important role in preservation. Dennis Inch dis-
cusses the responsibilities of vendors, the range of supplies needed to
care for a photographic collection, and some of the problems encoun-
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tered in providing a safe storage environment for photographs. He
concludes by relating how one vendor, Light Impressions, keeps current
on the changing field of photographic preservation.
At this conference, Gerald D. Gibson had the opportunity to report
on only one type of format rather than the several required of him in
1981. He describes the low level of independent research into the
problems of recorded sound and assesses preservation practices based
on years of experience. He deals primarily with the more common
recording media cylinders, discs, and tapes pointing out areas in
particular need of solid information and reporting on those practices
which shape major preservation efforts. He also notes the problems of
obsolete equipment. Gibson's paper concludes with several appendices
which summarize basic information on the more common recording
media and which present, in capsule form, basic information on accepted
storage and preservation procedures.
Gordon B. Neavill treats the preservation problems of computer-
based and computer-generated materials in a paper which may be one
of the more significant conference presentations for identifying future
concerns. He sketches the historical context from which computer
materials have sprung, describes some of the more significant studies
and consultative efforts dealing with preservation of computer-related
materials, and explores the preservation problems and prospects of each
of a number of data storage media together with the question of the
obsolescence of computer hardware as a preservation factor. In his
description of the problems facing the information professions in at-
tempting to preserve computer-related materials, Neavill sees great
difficulties and indicates that the situation is not unlike that which existed
when printing was in its infancy. The need is for a mechanism or
combination of mechanisms which will be effective in transmitting
information both through space and time. Paper has done both fairly
effectively. How both are to be achieved for the electronic media is the
problem with which we are just now beginning to grapple.
Beginning with the alarming statement that over one-half of the
motion pictures produced before 1951 no longer exist because of
deliberate destruction, neglect, fire, and deterioration, Susan Dalton
admits to the enormous challenge that lies ahead to preserve several
types of moving images. Yet, there are many institutions dedicated to
that effort. As she discusses problems related to the preservation of
nitrate film, acetate film, cellulose triacetate-polyester film, videotape,
and optical disc recording, it becomes obvious that preservation problems
exist not only for the older types, but for the newer ones as well. The
fact that the preserving of moving images is a difficult task requiring
time, effort, and money also becomes obvious. Like the preservation of
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other materials, moving image preservation will require the concentrated
effort of many.
After an introduction to the problems involved in newspaper
preservation and a brief history of efforts to that end, Susan Garretson
Swartzburg discusses the work of the United States Newspaper Project
relating its preservation efforts to international attempts to preserve
newspapers. She points out the need for internationally accepted policies
and procedures to clarify what to preserve and how best to effect the
preservation. With microfilm the currently accepted medium for news-
paper preservation, Swartzburg includes a discussion of agencies involved
in microfilming preservation and the techniques, procedures, standards,
and specifications to be followed.
Since silver gelatin photographic films and papers have been around
for a century and since by far the largest number of black-and-white
photographic images are silver gelatin images, our knowledge concerning
the properties of these records is extensive. Also well known are the
factors which may affect their stability: relative humidity, oxidizing
chemicals, temperature, light, handling, and use. The effects of these
factors upon the photographs alone or in tandem are discussed, and
Klaus B. Hendriks does not leave us without offering preventive measures
for the preservation of photographs, including provision of correct
storage conditions; use of proper storage enclosures; instructions for
handling, use, and display; provision ofemergency plans; and applications
of copying and duplication techniques. Unfortunately, it is not possible
to include here Hendrik's demonstration of one of the early processes
for making a black-and-white photograph.
Every person likes to believe that his/her color photographs will
last for generations just as libraries, archives, and museums hope that
their collections of color photographs, including motion pictures and
slides, will also endure. Henry Wilhelm's message is that many are
already lost or are gradually fading and staining. He advocates humidity-
controlled cold storage for long-term preservation even for cellulose
nitrate films, as opposed to duplicating nitrate onto safety film as is
frequently prescribed. He briefly notes the scheduled appearance of
Polaroid Permanent-Color prints. These prints have images formed with
special, highly stable color pigments rather than the dyes used in other
types of color photographs.
Sara Wolf Green discusses the fundamental causes of the deterio-
ration of textiles along with the techniques available for eliminating or
slowing down the deterioration processes. To preserve textiles, one must
possess a basic understanding of the general properties of their fibers
as well as the effects of the environment on textile materials. Many of
the enemies of other materials light, temperature, humidity, pollu-
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tants are also the enemies of textiles. Proper storage, packaging, and
handling of textiles are also discussed.
Characteristics of archival records such as uniqueness, size of
holdings, and the relation of individual parts to the whole, along with
their complexity and diversity, have influenced the development of
archival preservation programs. Mary Lynn Ritzenthaler discusses two
closely related areas of preservation activities: holdings maintenance (a
term devised at the United States National Archives to describe a range
of basic preservation activities designed to prolong the useful life of
archival records through a stable storage environment) and conservation
treatment. Single item treatment and batch treatment differences are
identified and documentation of treatments is discussed.
Cartographic materials come in many forms such as maps, profiles,
sections, diagrams, views, globes, atlases, remote sensing imagery, plastic
models, and data in digital form. The most frequent preservation
problem that the map librarian or curator faces is dealing with paper
preservation. Photocopying has increased the number of problems
involving paper. Handling, care, and storage are other issues of map
preservation which are covered by Mary Lynette Larsgaard's presen-
tation as are those dealing with damage and repair.
Despite the many problems that have been expressed by each of
the presenters, the final presenter, Carla J. Montori, remains optimistic
for the future just as Lambertus van Zelst was optimistic in the first
presentation. Montori is reassured by the increasing interest and activity
in preservation, finding that this activity heralds institutional recognition
of the issues, problems, and opportunities involved in the preservation
of collections. There is widespread grappling with solutions for these
problems. She finds that many problems are not yet solved, but that
the initial panic is subsiding; yet there is need for a great deal of
enthusiasm, commitment, and hard work (including careful planning)
on the part of all who wish to participate.
Unfortunately, Mary Wood Lee's presentation on "Care of Art on
Paper" is not part of the published proceedings.
Many persons are involved in the anatomy of a conference and
more than can be named here should be recognized for their contri-
butions. We are grateful to the faculty of the Graduate School of Library
and Information Science (GSLIS) for choosing this topic for the 1988
conference. We acknowledge the support of Dean Leigh S. Estabrook.
Annetta K. Holt of the GSLIS staff provided assistance in a myriad of
ways before and during the conference. Kathryn Painter of the GSLIS
staff carefully and cheerfully performed many responsibilities for the
conference planners. Others of our colleagues introduced speakers.
Thomas Farrell, from Hertzberg New-Method, Inc., Jacksonville,
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Illinois; Glenn Granger, from the Highsmith Company; and John Ison,
from Demco, responded to our request to vendors to be a part of the
informal Tuesday evening session. They presented a variety of materials
to satisfy preservation needs. Carolyn Jane Gammon, Preservation/
Conservation Assistant, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Library, displayed tools, techniques, and materials that can be used in
the local library to foster conservation activities.
In the years between 1981 to 1988, there has been increased
attention to preservation in educational programs. At the GSLIS in the
fall 1988 semester, the first full semester course in preservation was
offered. It was a team-teaching effort of the Allerton Institute planners.
The twenty students in the course were active participants in the entire
conference and assisted in many ways. Their enthusiasm for and role
in this conference will long be remembered.
Support in the form of a grant came from the Council on Library
Resources, Inc., long a proponent for efforts featuring the preservation
of library materials. Not only do we appreciate their financial backing
but also the encouragement that this grant gave us.
We cannot close this introduction without commenting once again
on the participants and the presenters. One of our colleagues remarked
that he considers a conference a success when every seat is filled for
every session. He commented that by that criterion this was a successful
conference. To each of the speakers who held the attention of the
participants, we are grateful; and to those who attended and listened
and to those who will read the proceedings and carry out suggestions
that came from the conference, we are equally grateful.
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